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EE PERS! 


Members who have met Tubby or heard him speak since his return from West Africa 
know that the tragedy of leprosy as he saw it there so impressed him that he is seeking 
to help by enlisting volunteers in the fight against it. Of this, more will be said presently 
in these pages. Meanwhile, the Journat has been trying to keep the issue before its 
readers’ minds. Accounts of Dr. Ryrie’s magnificent work among lepers in Malaya, visited 
by Bobs Ford and Harry Chappell on their tour, appeared in the February, March and 
April numbers, and we now print an article on Kano in Nigeria, one of the leper centres 
visited by Tubby (see May Journat, p. 200). 

АМО in Northern Nigeria is a City of approximately 65,000 people living in 

squalid conditions and so far very little has been done to better these conditions, 
hence the tendency for discase to spread very quickly, for the native tends to think 
that the White Man’s Hospital is nothing more than a death house, and the White 
Man's Doctor a butcher ready to cut a person up for his own satisfaction. 


It is our purpose here to view this horrid disease, leprosy, as though we were 
suddenly placed in the midst of a town which breeds it. So our prayer is, that 
our eyes may be opened to the terrible need of those who are dying both physically 
and spiritually a horrible death. May our very beings be stirred to help. 


“Wa za ya bada sadaka sabada annabi?" This we hear as we approach the 
large walled city of Kano. It is Friday, and we are along the road leading to 
“ Kofar Wambai,” one of its main gates. Along the road by the hundreds are seated 
the blind, the halt, the lame and the lepers. Our attention is naturally drawn to 
the leper, because he alone among those thus diseased has the least opportunity 
of faking his illness. Invariably, as he pleads for а gift "for the prophets’ sake,” 
he reaches for a gift with a Stubby hand, the fingers of which have fallen off. Or 
perhaps he reveals his foot rotting to the bone, to convince you he is really diseased. 
But the saddest sight, secn almost any day, is that of the leper with part of his face 


off—eaten away by this dread disease. 


The day, we said, was Friday—the Moslem Holy Day. This gives us a greater 
opportunity to see these people as they all invariably come to beg alms. But if their 
begging was limited to the early morning or late afternoon we should not mind, 
as it were, but they invariably take advantage of the whole day, and especially of 
the two o'clock hour, when the people from the towns round about Kano file past 
to go and say their sallah at the “ Masallachin "jun a "—the Friday Mosque. It is 
at this time that most of the gifts are received, as the Moslem is more pious on Friday, 
and especially so—because he is going to this particular Mosque—is he inclined to 
give more, remembering the Moslem adage “ Тһе more thou givest, the greater is 


thy reward." 
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We confess that those of us who know the heat of this time of the day, look at 
these lepers, not so much with an eye of pity, though our hearts sympathise with 
them, but with an eye of wonder, wondering how many of the millions of flics which 
gather on the open sores of these pitcous beings, will be found nesting and breeding 
their eggs on the meat and foodstuffs that other natives—and Europeans as well— 
will be buying the next morning for their day’s food at the closely located market. 
How we can go past a leper and not pity him is beyond the human conception; but 
to go past the leper and see these millions of flies and other insects gathering on 
him brings to one’s mind the need for urgent and immediate help if the population, 
so dense in Northern Nigeria, is to remain whole. 


The question is immediately asked, what is the native's attitude to all this, or, 
do not the natives themselves help their unfortunate fellow creatures? In answering, 
we must not forget that the native's life, he being a Moslem, is centred or rather 
derives its source from his religion. The Moslem is a fatalist, and his maxim is 
“ АП comes from Allah, who is the source of all things; whether life, death, disease, 
sin, heaven or hell.” Therefore, he looks upon every detail of his life as being 
ordered by Allah; even his sin. Therefore, who is Ae to interfere with a man’s 
disease, and especially so unfortunate a man as a leper? Should he deny him his 
food, bed, home or even his daughter, and so interfere with what Allah has willed 
for this unfortunate creature? Does not the Koran itself teach that one who is 
merciful to the unfortunate will receive a great reward in paradise? Therefore, 
from the native point of view he is really gathering to himsclf a huge reward in 
heaven, by offering the unfortunate the best he has. Because of this view, the 
leper is necessarily a part of the community—the home life. The native wouldn’t 
think of segregating tis leper for fear he may call the curses of Allah down on his 
head, and thus be doomed to the eternal fire. Often in the city of Kano, even in 
the market place, one may sce lepers cating with the “clean” from the same 
calabash, and Mee pit on the same mat. The more intelligent go about buying 
and selling; thus handling merchandise which thousands touch every day. 

Doki was a young lad—the son of a Moslem priest or Mallam. Being such, the 
father was continually called upon to administer medicine to many lepers. The 
medicine administered generally consisted of a prayer—a part of the Koran—written 
on а wooden plate asking God's mercy on the patient, which the leper would take 
home, wash off the prayer and drink the water with which he had washed the plate, 
and, quite native-like—not knowing what sterilisation means—rcturn the plate as it is 
to the Mallam. Doki’s father, being anxious about the health of, and Allah’s interest 
in, the children, would take this same plate and use it for the prayers for his children. 
One morning Doki developed a small lump on his body, which began to enlarge and 
soon other lumps came, and Doki's father, becoming more and more anxious for his 
son, continued to give him “ medicine. What the boy developed was nervous leprosy, 
and now he is in his last days. But was he given a separate hut, and separate cating 
utensils? No! Не continues to eat and drink out of the same calabash as the rest 
of the family and quite often uses his younger brother's clothing. When I last saw 
the family, his little sister Maryanne, who is very healthy, was hugging him, pleading 
with him to play with her. So can we relate case after case. But, however, one 
more will E 
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In Kano, there is а leper who goes about begging in the European quarter, especially 
on a Saturday morning. This man does not come in rags as is often the case with 
lepers, but he comes on a bay horse and dresses in a silk gown. It is said that his 
bay horse was given to him by a former chief, and his silk robes are given him by 
some wealthy men. But the saddest part is that he has four wives—young girls—and 
he married them with monies he had gotten through begging. He, of course, paid 
a good price for them, and the fathers of these girls were quite willing to give him 
their daughters, reasoning that ‘‘ Wasn't I paid a good dowry?” “ Wasn't it Allah’s 
fault that the man was a leper? ” “ Who am I that I should withhold my daughter 


from him, since I’ve had nothing to do with his condition? " “ May Allah bring a 
curse upon the one who would criticise!” And so it goes on! Children? Yes, he 
has them ... lepers! The wives? Well, one should not talk about a good 


Moslem home. For in good Moslem ethics the wives of a Moslem are taboo even in 
the outsiders’ conversation; and the health of lepers’ wives is not even thought of— 
as it would be an unholy thing to speak of a fellow Moslem's home, it being his castle. 

This horrible disease not only curses a man’s body, but also his soul. An example 
of this comes to mind, of a leper, а Moslem, who would bring curses down on anyone 
who prohibited him from wearing his clothes at any time he wanted, or to eat or 
drink out of the same calabash whenever he desired! The whole town was afraid 
of him, with the result that a number of his townspeople became lepers. 

To sum up the situation, we might say : — 

1. In spite of what the white man has to fight against and what he is able to 
do, the native generally does not realise the dangerousness of the infection. About 
two years ago the writer applied to the French authorities just across the border from 
Nigeria, for permission to open a Leper Colony, and he was given to understand 
that no permission would be granted unless the site for the supposed Colony was cut 
off from contact, as the experience of the Government in other parts of West Africa 
was that unless such a site were chosen the natives invariably got into the colony 
and were thus open to infection. The native home is the very centre of his life, and 
if one member of his household were to be thus isolated all his energy would be 
spent to establish contact with that one member. 

2. Even in cases where they do realise the dangerousness of the infection, their 
fatalism countcraéts any sanitary measures. After all, they say, if God wants us to 
be diseased, we will be diseased. In a certain compound, the head man had two small 
boys and he was in the habit of receiving a leprous friend, who dined with him and 
even played with these two boys, by way of being friendly. This man had been in the 
white man's employ for fifteen years, three of which he had spent with a missionary, 
who explained to him the effeéts of the friendliness he was permitting between his 
family and the leper. The native said he fully underStood the danger, but after all, 
nothing could happen to him or his family unless God willed it. 

We therefore rejoice that some interest is being taken in Kano and other places 
to relieve the situation, even though such interest could hardly begin to cope with the 
tremendous condition presented at that place and other large centres. 

Our appeal to you is that these lepers may have a chance to live. “ Wa za ya bada 
sadaka sabada annabi " —'" Who will give a gift for the prophet’s sake? ” is Still cried 
along the highways. May our hearts be stirred to this appeal for help. 


311 


____________________ ______----------< ОНИ 


TOC H TRAVELLERS’ TALES 


With Owen Watkins in Southern Africa. —III 


WE have just completed two hectic months in the Eastern Area of Cape Province. 

The journey from Natal took thirty hours, twenty by train and ten by motor-bus. 
In the small hours we detrained at Kokstad into a world white with hoar frost, and we were 
thankful we had come provided with rugs and grcat-coats as for an English winter. After 
breakfast we embarked upon the real adventure of our journcy, ten hours by motor-bus 
through the Trankei Native Territory. Such a ’bus was never scen save in a nightmare 
or a Heath Robinson drawing. It was a combination of wire hen-coop, box-car and lorry. 
Its springs had long since gone west and it was ticd together with bits of wire, string and 
Strips of hide. The noise of it was greater and more varied than that of any vehicle I 
have ever met. It pitched, rolled, lurched, bumped, roared and screamed in a most 
intimidating manner. How it held together, negotiated hills that were almost precipitous, 
and came down gradients that made your hair stand on end without accident, was а 
miracle. The roads were bad beyond description; often we took to the veldt in preference. 
We sat with the two drivers, who took it in turn to hang desperately to the driving wheel. 
In the wire cage behind was stacked our kit, His Majesty’s mails and about fifteen native 
passengers. We were shaken and buffeted as never before, but enjoyed every moment of 
the journey. The glory of mountain, the wonder of the scenery and the interest of the 
native kraals which we were constantly passing more than compensated for discomfort 
and bruises. Within half-an-hour of reaching Umtata I was meeting the Group which had 
gathered to welcome me. I spent a couple of days with them and realised how completely 
isolated they were from the rest of the family of Toc H and how grcatly they needed some 
such visit as mine, both for purposes of instruction and of encouragement. They met in a 
room given them by the sports club, the rent they paid for thcir room being that at 
all big matches Toc H provided men to keep the gates and take the money. Butterworth, 
our next place of call, was seventy-six miles by car over roads that were truly Transkeian 
in their badness. All the way we had engine trouble, but arrived safely, though at one 
time it looked as though we should have to spend the night on the veldt. Here, also, the 
Group felt its isolation, but is doing well. It has a real understanding of Toc H. Inspired 
by their example, a number of very keen women are groping with a view to forming a 
L.W.H. Group. We had a week-end here and then went by car through the famous 
Kei Cutting to East London. The scenery was simply gorgeous, the hillsides ablaze with 
the red of the aloes in bloom. When the Kei River was crossed we had left the Native 
Territory behind and were once more in the country of the white settlers. I до not 
propose to weary you by describing in detail the following weeks. We visited every 
Branch, Group and “ grope” in the Province, some thirty in all. We sampled every 
type of car that has сусг been on the road, from luxurious limousines to pre-historic 
*tindizzies! We climbed mountains and descended into gorges which looked impossible 
for any car to negotiate. On one journey, made in a dust-storm at times almost as thick 
as a London fog, we were blown clean off the road by the force of the wind. Sometimes 
we basked in the sun in citrus groves, feasted on freshly gathered pineapples, oranges and 
grapefruit, and at others we were frozen on the high veldt and passed under mountains 
heavy with snow. The contrasts of these two months and the extremes of heat and cold 
are almost unbelievable. The differences between the units was equally remarkable and 
for no apparent reason. In some places they were strong and vigorous, in others dying 
or dead. Everywhere there was a sense of isolation, ignorance of the family of Toc H, 
both in Southern Africa and in the rest of the world. But whether Toc H flourished 
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or not our welcome was embarrassingly cordial and the hospitality unstinted. We were 
accorded Civic receptions, entertained by Rotary Clubs, lunched, dined and invited out to 
tea morning noon and night. I think I must have addressed half the Padres in South 
Africa, including most of the Bishops, and nearly all the big schools. One thing soon 
became apparent and that was that unless the Area develops and works its district 
organisation many of the units will cease to exist and the work of years will be lost. 


One of our most interesting visits was to St. Matthew’s College and Mission, where, at 
Keiskama Hoek, Toc H Southern Africa was born. Here Bert Oldfield Started the first 
Toc H Group in South Africa and ћеге he Still lives and works, devoting his life to the 
native lads he is helping to train. St. Matthew’s lies buried amongst mountains lovely 
but remote, is miles from a railway Station and only gets a mail about twice a week. 
How Bert has managed to work the Province at all is marvellous, especially as he has 
no means of transport, is a sick man, and during term works from 6 a.m. to g p.m. His 
holidays are chiefly spent in the doctor’s hands trying to gather sufficient strength for his 
next term’s work. His service has been really sacrificial. He made me realise once again 
that it is always on sacrifice that Toc H is truly built. One Striking job which has been 
carried out by Keiskama Hoek has been to put up memorials all over the countryside com- 
memorating the pionecrs, the men who fell in the Kaffir Wars, and who cut the roads 
through the impassable mountains. The job has taken years to complete, for it has meant 
much research into early records both in South Africa and in England. The work has 
been well done, and now by roadside or on mountain can be read the history of the 
countryside engraved in bronze, cach tablet fixed on some great rock as rugged as the 
men it commemorates. 

At Fort Beaufort 1 attended the mectings of the Area Council and met all the leaders 
of the Province. They are a fine team of men quite ready to adopt new methods and ideas 
and fully conscious of the potentialities of Toc H. In many ways it was a historic occasion. 
It was the largest and most representative meeting they have ever had. Моб of the 
members had travelled hundreds of miles to be present and they faced up to their problems 
with courage and enthusiasm. Bert Oldfield retired from the Chairmanship of the Area, 
and Leonard Dugmore, of Qucen’s College, Queenstown, a young man full of energy and 
with great ability was elected in his place. Bert was then elected by acclamation the first 
Honorary President of the Area. The whole Area was divided into seven Districts and 
Distriét Committees with carefully chosen, young and enthusiastic Chairmen and Secre- 
taries were appointcd. The efficient Area Secretary, W. J. Mouton, an energetic young 
Dutchman, was reappointed and it was felt that the Area had entered upon a period of 
new hope and greater usefulness. Special thought was given to the visit of Geoff. Martin 
in September and a number of training week-ends were arranged from which great things 
are hoped. All agreed that Geoff. was especially qualified to give just what the Area needs 
at this Stage in its development. 

Our journey to Grahamstown through Pluto’s Vale will long linger in our minds as one 
of the mo& beautiful we have ever made. Pluto’s Vale seemed to us a misnomer. The 
mountains towering around us to the sky were a flaming mass of aloes in full bloom, but 
the air was cool and balmy. In summer, however, when the sun blazes into the deep ravine 
and no breath of air Stirs, Pluto’s residence is cool compared to his vale. Here we were 
reminded of the dangers of these precipitous roads. Above the wreck of a car by the road- 
side was a notice “ Drive slowly and sce our scenery; drive fast and see our hospitals." 
On one journey to Grahamstown by another route we called at an old fortified farm, dating 
back to the days of the earliest settlers. It is still loop-holed, surrounded by a vast stockade 
and one of the old square watch-towers is Still standing and the room in it inhabited. 
Less than one hundred years ago it was the furthest outpost of civilisation. 
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Grahamstown Branch is well established and vigorous. Its most important job is to 
influence the Students of Rhodes University, among whom are the future leaders of South 
Africa. They maintain close touch and during my visit gave me the opportunity of 
addressing a large company of them. The Branch meets in the oldest building in the 
town. In its early days it was the Town Gaol and when the township was laid out all 
measurements were made from this building. Toc H has, in fact, the heart of the city 
in its keeping and has proved itself worthy of the charge. Many of the best leaders in 
the Area have come from this Branch, notably Major Alec Mullins (with whose V.C. 
brother, Charles, I served in the Siege of Ladysmith long years ago) and Leonard Dugmore, 
the new Area Chairman, who when he was a science lecturer at Rhodes and Warden 
of one of the men’s hostels, did so much for Toc H amongst the Students. 

Of the country units I visited, Shaw Park remains in my memory as onc of the most 
remarkable. Shaw Park is so small that it is not even marked on the Ordnance map. 
We reached it by car from Grahamstown and Colin Greener, who drove us, told us 
cheerfully that he did not know where it was, but somebody would meet us on the way. 
In due course we were intercepted by two cars crowded with uproarious Toc H members 
who then escorted us to the homestead of our host, Frank Webb, citrus grower and stout 
Toc H member. Shaw Park we discovered did not exist; there was no village, not even 
a Store, simply a little Methodist Church and a Public Hall which has been recently erected 
by the neighbouring farmers. Two farms were within reasonable walking distance, the 
rest were miles away over the mountains, reached by tracks that could only be called roads 
by an effort of the imagination. Yet the Group mects regularly and flourishes. At their 
Guest-night, over one hundred were present. They had come by car, cape cart, motor- 
bicycle, push bicycle or on horse-back. Outside, the cars, carts, horses, etc., made the place 
look like a race meeting. With so big an audience they felt they needed more furniture 
so each had brought something with him. One man I saw afterwards gaily jogging 290 
the road on horseback with two chairs slung on his back. Their jobs are excellent; al 
the poor relief of the district seemed to be in their hands and in any public or private difficulty 

the people seem to turn instinctively to Toc Н. On the Sunday the litte dune was filled 
to overflowing, the windows were opened wide and cars were drawn up under the windows 
and their occupants joined in the service as heartily as if they had been inside the church. 

Many of these small country Groups filled me with admiration and amazcment; that they 

exist at all is wonderful, that they flourish as they do is yet another proof of the adapability 
of Toc H to all conditions. Shaw Park is in what is known as the “ Settlers’ District." 
Most of the people in both towns and farms are descended from the 1820 settlers and the 
sentiment therefore is intensely British. Yet in threc different places I found that the 
Toc H unit had been Started by a Dutchman serving in the police; everywhere I found 
the Dutch freely joining the units and in many cases the proportion of Dutch and British 
was fifty-Rfty. At Cradock there were rather more Dutch than British and two-thirds of 
their probationers were Dutch. Toc H throughout the Union of South Africa is really 
achieving what men used to consider the impossible; it is bringing the two great white 
races together in friendship and helping to knit all the white peoples of South Africa into 
one nation. One place I visited which shall be nameless. ‘They said, “ This is a very 
Dutch town and the Predikant (minister) does not approve of Toc H. The Nationalists 
also are suspicious, so we are not getting many Dutch members. They are, however, coming 
to hear you to-night.” We had a real Toc Н Guest-night. The Dutch Reformed minister 
almost embraced me at the end, saying, “ But this thing is good, very good." When I 
finished speaking the most bitter Nationalist in the town sprang to his feet to propose a vote 
of thanks and to the astonishment of all present proceeded to bless 'Toc H and all it Stood 
for. The Dutch minister's wife, when she received an encore for her last song, sat down 
to the piano and played the British National Anthem! I realise that too much importance 
can be given to such incidents, but they are not without significance. 
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Cradock is a vigorous Branch which runs an excellent “ Every Man's Club” and is active 
in child welfare and hospital work. Port Elizabeth is so Strong that it talks of swarming 
off and forming a new Group in the suburbs. Queenstown, once despondent and like to 
Фе, has entered on a new lease of life, and East London, the oldest Group in South Africa, 
has at last applied for Branch status. It would be easy for me to prolong my account of 
the Eastern Province, for every day of the two months we spent there was full of interest. 
Time and again I crossed the tracks of my predecessors, Harry Ellison, Gilbert Williams 
and Ronnie Grant. At Cookhouse I was shown the Railway Church dedicated to St. Paul 
the Traveller, which was built by Uncle Harry. The work of all of them abides and Geoff. 
and 1 but enter into the fruit of their labour. 


There was one break in my Eastern Province tour when I dashed back to Durban by 
sea to attend the First Conference of Toc H, Southern Africa. His Excellency, Sir Herbert 
Stanley presided and was supported by the Rt. Hon. J. H. Hofmeyr, who, in spite of his 
duties as a Cabinet Minister had found time to come all the way from Cape Town to attend 
the meetings. It was a highly successful gathering and should have far-reaching results 
upon the history of Toc H Southern Africa. The City of Durban considered this first 
Conference of such importance that Sir Herbert Stanley was asked to plant an essenwood 
tree in the Jameson Park in commemoration of the event. One graceful thing the Con- 
ference did; on receiving the report of Bert Oldfield's retirement from the Chair of the 
Eastern Province it elected him by a unanimous vote a Vice-President of Toc H Southern 
Africa, an honour he shares with the Archbishop of Cape Town. Geoff. Martin proved 
himself an excellent Secretary and got us through the business at а расе that would have 
satisfied even Peter Monie. I thought, however, that he looked very tired as though the 
pace of the last few months was proving too much for him. I was not, in consequence, 
very surprised when a weck or two later I received the news that he had gone down with 
jaundice. When last I heard, he was much better, but will have to learn to go quietly 
for a bit. The representatives from the Transvaal and the Rhodesias were enthusiastic 
about his work in their areas. They have all taken him to their hearts. I can report with 
pride and joy that “ my young colleague " is an unqualified success. O. S. 


Geoff. Martin's Bad Luck 

Owen’s last paragraph expresses not only high appreciation of Geoff. Martin's success 
in South Africa and Rhodesia but the fear that he was feeling the strain considerably. A 
cable received later at Headquarters unfortunately shows this fear to have been only too well 
founded. Gcoff., after a spell in hospital with a severe attack of jaundice, has now been 
ordered a thorough rest in hospital by the doctors, and in their opinion he should come 
back to his native climate for this. He therefore sails on the Warwick Caflle and is due 
to reach Southampton on October 23. It is hoped that the voyage and a real rest will fit 
him in a month or two for work again. Our sincerest sympathy goes to Geoff. Martin 
in the great disappointment this must be to him, to Toc H in Southern Africa on the 
interruption of services which they have come to value very highly, and to Owen Watkins 
on being deprived of his splendid ‘ opposite number.’ 

The First Southern African Council 

The planting of an essenwood tree seems all too inadequate a way of commemorating 
the First Southern African Council. Since Bert Oldfield brought Toc Н to South Africa 
in 1925 at Keiskama Hoek, scarcely any event has been so historical and so full of happy 
augury for the future than this meeting at Durban on May 1. The Rhodesias and the 
Provinces sent their delegates by road and rail; Owen Watkins, turning aside from his tour 
in the Eastern Province, came by sea to the city towards which all Toc H was looking 
on this thrilling First of May. Тће total distance travelled by the fifteen visiting members 
was in the region of fourteen thousand and eight hundred miles, or more than half-way 
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round the world. Sir Herbert Stanley, the High Commissioner, was in the chair, assisted 
by the Hon. J. H. Hofmeyr, who had squeezed the time from his duties as a Minister 
of the Crown. Seven years of Steady building, courage and hard work were behind this 
meeting, at which the four Provinces and the two Rhodesias were visibly one family. 


As varied as the outlook of Toc H were the subjects on the agenda. Resolutions to stop 
gifts of value to members and officers jostled with the problem of a national basis of the 
Compass, the bi-monthly magazine of Southern Africa. Boundary adjustments between 
Areas, the care of General Members, subscriptions and Toc H literature followed rapidly, 
all testifying, by the way in which they were handled, to the unity that exists in this 
tremendous section of the family. The Limitation of Branch Status, as ngreed to by the 
Central Council in England a few weeks before, was endorsed, and the pre-1933 Branches 
recommended to accept the same Standard for themsclves. Two recent pronouncements, 
one on Toc H and Organized Religion, and the other on the Ceremony of Light in 
Churches, were considered with care and subscribed to unanimously. Then came a 
delightful tribute to “No. 1, South Africa," Bert Oldfield, on his resignation from the 
Area Chairmanship of the Eastern Province. It was Bert who prepared the way for Harry 
Ellison’s visit in 1926. In spite of ill-health, he has Stuck to the job which, in the midst 
of a very full life, has yielded lasting results. At the Council, Bert was made a Vice- 
President of Toc H Southern Africa, to the delight of all who had honoured his work. 


When the Council meeting was ended, after Owen had Stressed the need for efficient 
District organisation as an essential to development, Family Prayers took on a new signifi 
cance. The family, united as never before, stood pledged to the Great Adventure. 


A PASSION PLAY PILGRIMAGE 


HE tercentenary of the Passion Play at Oberammergau falls in 1934, and a special 
series of performances will be given betwcen May 27 and September 16 next year. 
Members who went out with the Toc H Pilgrimages of 1922 and 1930 аге alrcady beginning 
to ask what we are going to do about it, and a preliminary notice may not be out of 
place now. It is too early to decide on details but the following general statements can 
be made: (a) Toc Н will organise a party; (2) the date of starting will probably be 
some time in the second half of August, 1934, and the pilgrimage proper will last (from 
London to London) about ten days; (с) the total cost is not likely to be less than /20— 
it depends on the course of European history in the meantime; (4) the party will probably 
consist, as previously, of members of Тос H and L.W.H. Keep it in mind and, if you 
can, start saving money for it now. 


A very few words now about the Play. When, in 1634, the Bavarian village of 
Oberammergau was Struck by plague and then delivered from it, the inhabitants vowed, 
in thanksgiving, to show forth the story of the Passion of Our Lord before the world 
for ever. At intervals since then (normally every ten years) they have performed their 
Passion Play, the words and music, stagecraft and acting of which are entirely their own 
work. Each performance lasts from 8 a.m. to 8 p.m. (with a two-hour interval at midday) 
and covers in detail thc Gospel story from Palm Sunday to Easter Day—the most tremendous 
drama in history. The village and its people, living for three centuries under this vow, 
lays hold on the visitor, even the most casual, and strikes him as the most Christian place 
he has ever been in. Our own pilgrims—about 100 in each case, in 1922 and 1930—ћад 
an unforgettable experience both on the long journey together and at their destination. 
After the Play itself pilgrims will be wise, if they can, to stay on and spend any holiday 
they can afford in the Tyrol, Austria or Northern Italy, some of the loveliest country. 
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THE FIRST SOUTHERN AFRICA COUNCIL. PLATE XXXI. 


TAE MEMBERS OF THE COUNCIL AT DURBAN, JULY 3, 1933. 


Frost Row (Left lo right): L. H. Campling (Area Chairman, Transvaal); G. R. R. Martin (Secrelury 
10 the Council); The Hon. J. H. Hofmeyr, M.P, (Vice-Chairman); Sir Herbert Stanley (Chairman and 
Hon. H.Q. Commissioner); Padre Owen Watkins (Joint. Administrative Padre, British Н.О.) E. V. 
Evans (drea Chairman, Natal); H. V. Oldfield (President, Eastern. Province). 
СехткЕ Row: W. L. Morrison (Transvaal); У. N. Searle (Griqualand West); J. D. Galloway 
(Griqualand West); V. V. B. May (Rhodesia); А. J. Drage (Nominated by British H.Q.); R. V. 
Etheridge (Registrar, Natal); W. S. Blacker (Registrar, Eastern Province); W. J. Mouton (Area 
Secretary, Eastern. Province). 

Back Row: C. W. Maud (Natal); J. R. Guy (Registrar, Transvaal); Padre A. Spencer Watson 
(Transvaal); R. V. V. Cullen (Акса Sccretary, Natal); W. Mosley (Orange Free State); L. А. Davy 
(Western Province); B. N. W. Tucker (Transvaal), 

(Photo: Lynn -cutt, Durban.) 


PLATE ХХХИ. ACROSS THE WORLD. 


THE TEAM WHICH IS TO VISIT AUSTRALIA AND. NEW ZEALAND, 


Left to right: Ronald Wraith (Eastern Area Secretary, for Australia) ; W. ( Barney’) Olphert (visiting 

from New Zealand); Herbert Leggate (North Western Area Padre, for New Zealand): А. S. Greenacre 

(* Greeno '— Western Area Secretary, for Australia); P. W. (* Bill’) Baldwin (Hon. General Secretary, 

Australia, now Northern Area Padre, visiting from Australia); R. R. (' Rex’) Calkin (General 
Secretary, for Australia). 


Photo: F. Mayo, Welwyn. 


ACROSS THE WORLD FOR TOC H 


TT is a commonplace in history that imperial responsibilities weigh heavy on any nation 
ХК ог society which undertakes them. You can only have world-wide adventure at a price, 
reckoned not merely in good money but in the best men. Toc H cannot expect, and docs 
not wish, to be an exception in this. When Tubby landed in Canada so lightheartedly in 
1922, with the gospel of an infant movement in his bag, far-sighted members knew that 
Toc H was ‘ for it.’ Since that day our commitments overseas have grown steadily. Nowa- 
days nearly a third of our units are outside the British Isles, and their importance in the 
life and work of Toc H has assumed a proportion far higher than that. 


For years our family overseas has increasingly claimed the thought and prayers of Toc H 
at home and, again and again, the personal services of the best men we can send them— 
Tubby and Pat, Uncle Harry and Ronnie Grant, Sawbones and Gilbert Williams, Owen 
Watkins and Gcoff. Martin, Bobs Ford and Harry Chappell, and others. And now the 
moment has come to send picked men of the home staff on a visit to our “ furthest 
kindred,” the membership ‘down under. Their absence for about a year will impose 
a heavy strain, to be borne by Headquarters and some of the Areas alike, on Toc H at 
home. To Owen and Geoff, already away in Africa, we are proud now to be adding 
Rex Calkin (1.0.), Stuart Greenacre (‘Greeno,’ Western Area Secretary) апа Ronald 
Wraith (Eastern Area Secretary), bound for Australia, and Herbert Leggate (North Western 
Area Padre), for New Zealand. To these add, as real working partners, Mrs. Leggate 
and Mrs. Wraith. Any member who is tempted to reckon just how much Toc H at 
home is losing for the coming year by the departure of this team, must also try to 
assess what Toc H overseas is standing to gain. A fair-minded reckoner will discover 
that the transaclion means a credit balance to the cause of Toc H as a whole. 

Herbert and Mrs. Leggate sail for New Zealand in the middle of this month, the 
Australian team soon after Christmas. On their arrival they will not travel all the time 
as a ‘circus,’ but the individual members of the team will be used just where and when 
they are necded. They will, no doubt, be reunited at the Australian Birthday Festival 
at Sydney in May, when Herbert Leggate will come over from New Zealand to join 
them for this event only. 

Herbert’s mission to New Zealand requires no explanation, for the Dominion has 
long been calling out for such a visitor from home. The New Zealand Executive have 
cabled to Headquarters, ‘‘ Earliest arrival here most important” and to Herbert himself 
“Eager welcome awaits you." Toc H has made remarkable progress there recently: 
the year opened with тд units (four of them Branches), as compared with g twelve months 
previously. They feel themselves much isolated from the far-off base at home. They 
are separated by four or five days of notoriously rough sea passage from Australia, their 
nearest neighbours in Toc H. 

This brings us to an essential point in our team’s visit to Australia. If New Zealand 
is a neighbour, it stands on a different footing from Australia within the family of Toc H. 
It is an integral part of the Association controlled by Toc H Incorporated, and looks 
to British Headquarters in London. In Australia, Тос Н is separately incorporated 
in each of the six States under State law. There are therefore seven Toc H Associations 
in the world, of which six are in Australia. A clear indication of this position is given 
to the home member when the Prince of Wales lights the Lamps of new Branches each 
year. We arc accustomed to welcome specially the new Lamps for overseas as they 
come forward to be lit. No Lamps for Australia are among these, for since 1925, when 
the Prince lit the ' parent Lamp’ of Australia, presented and carried by Lord Forster 
himself, in the Albert Hall, Australian Branches have been promoted over there, without 
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reference to the Central Executive at home, and their Lamps lit from the Forster Lamp 
at the Federal Festival. And now, as the result of discussions in the Federal Council 
of Тос H in Australia, proposals for the world-wide “ re-union ” of Toc Н are on foot. 
It will be an important part of our visiting team’s work to discuss with Toc H in 
Australia the constitutional plan which, at Australia’s own request, has been drawn up 
here at home for consideration. The spirit in which Rex, Greeno and Ronnie will bc 
received in Australia is made plain by a cablegram received at British Headquarters from 
the Hon. General Secretary of the Australian Federal Council: “ Greetings from Australia. 

England’s sacrifice tremendously appreciated. Assure team of warmest welcome.” 


All of us, even without knowing the details and difficulties which may be involved, 
will heartily wish success to every effort to bind Toc H still more closely in an indissoluble 
whole, the wide world over. In these days of intense ‘nationalism’ in many parts 
of the world, when racial and political and economic barriers arc being raised to the great 
jeopardy of the world's peace and prosperity in time to come, any move to draw men 
closer together in a brotherhood of thought and action as rcal as that of Тос Н is morc 
than ever worth while. The old proverb is still unfailingly truc that “ Union is Strength." 


The Governor General of New Zealand and Toc H 


Great encouragement is given to Toc H in New Zealand by the following letter dated 
July 28 from the Governor-General, Lord Bledisloe, to Tubby :— 


“My Dear ' Товву/ 

Pray forgive а typed letter under stress of overwhelming public activities in 
this Dominion. A thousand thanks for your letter of the rst June, together with its 
extremely interesting correspondence and other enclosures. 1 shall hope to write to 
you in more detail later on. In the meantime, you will be glad to know that Toc H 
is particularly active in New Zealand at the present time and is doing work of untold 
value in creating throughout the whole community a spirit of brotherhood and selfless 
service which, under conditions of unprecedented privation and uncmployment, is 
going to carry us successfully through the worst winter (in an economic sense) that 
this Dominion has ever experienced. The inspiration which you continuously radiate 
from Headquarters is of untold value to us all.” 

“Very sincerely yours, 
BLEDISLOE.”’ 
The Journal in New Zealand 

Among many appreciations of The Years Between (Special number of the Journal, 
June, 1933) the following just received from a New Zealand member is particularly 
welcome. “ What can one say," he writes, "of this most delightful, exciting Story of 
“dangerous living’? We in N.Z. have heard parts of the story from Tubby and Pat, 
Pat again, Bobs Ford and Harry Chappell and from the Journat. Now we have the Story 
as a permanent record, to be an inspiration for all time. I wish to express very humble 
appreciation for this publication, especially as a supplement to the Journat, an ад of 
grace, I am sure. 

“ Besides what Tubby and Pat must have left behind in their hurried visits, I think 
that the progress that has been made here has been mainly duc to the influence of the 
Journar. It has ever guided, advised and encouraged the chaps with its vision and its 
message of faith; it has given the chaps a feeling of familiarity with the ' Brass Hats’ 
and others of H.Q., and an intimate knowledge of the mind of the Central Executive in 
its policy. Really it makes us feel as if we were closer than the 12,000 miles which 
separate us.” 
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WHAT IS WRONG WITH TOC H? 


Previous articles in this series by a North-Western member appeared in May and July. 
IIL—The Family Spirit 


UBBY has a cheery grecting for the married member: “ How are the families 

—both families? " In how many cases would a perfectly honest answer reveal 
a clash of loyalties? And in how many others is such a clash avoided only by the 
sacrifice of once-cherished ideals? We all know married members who are obviously 
gving to Toc H and other service much of the time and energy which is needed 
at home. We do not see so much of the other extreme, but it is impossible not 
to feel it and to recall the words of Robert Louis Stevenson: “ The air of the fireside 
withers out all the finc wildings of the husband's heart. He is so comfortable and 
happy that he begins to prefer comfort and happiness to everything else on earth, 
his wife included. Yesterday he would have shared his last shilling; to-day ‘ his first 
duty is to his family,’ and is fulfilled in large measure by laying down vintages and 
husbanding the health of an invaluable parent.” 


What has so far been imperfectly appreciated in Toc H is the extent to which one 
type gives rise to the other. Marriage will usually enlarge a man’s opportunities, 
both of fellowship and of service, in every sense except that of geography. The 
localising of his activities may actually be an advantage, as we have seen in previous 
articles; but, in any case, it may be necessary, if the other married members of the 
unit are not to be unfairly unburdencd. At present there is a tendency for men 
increasingly pressed by home ties to give up the work of their unit first, District 
work next, and Arca work last. Surely these should be relinquished in the opposite 
order. It is worse than useless to have on committees men who are more and more 
out of touch with the Front Line. The best leaders are trained there, but they 
cannot emerge if brigade headquarters is full of men retired from more active work. 


Observe that, as far as the home is concerned, there may be nothing to choose 
between committee work and active work. Each may take up as much time as the 
other. It is clear, however, that local work is more likely to be arranged so as to fit 
in with home arrangements; also that many social opportunities are neglected if the 
acquisition of his own fireside does not greatly extend the man’s sphere of influence. 


Loyalties cannot be arranged in permanent order of urgency or even of importance. 
Undoubtedly the ideal member is he who has resolved the difficulties, and knows 
where he stands, when conflicting calls come. It is plain, however, that the fireside 
cannot always be first for anyone who is a breadwinner. The fireside is not Home, 
as imaged so truly by Ruskin: “ And wherever a true wife comes, this home 15 
always round her. The Stars only may be over her head; the glow-worm in the 
night-cold grass may be the only fire at her foot: but home is yet wherever she is; 
and for a noble woman it Stretches far round her. " We may note, in the 
previous quotation from Stevenson, the point that a man may eventually prize comfort 
and happiness even before his wife. No jobmaster should take the view of marriage 
that a member can shelter behind the home front-door on the plea that his family 
comes first. Sometimes he is only putting other families last. 
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The Evils of Class-Consciousness 

We have pledged ourselves to mitigate the evils of class-consciousness. To abolish 
it is beyond our power under present conditions. But we are pledged to mitigate 
these evils by “habit of mind " as well as word and deed; and the purely fireside 
habit of mind has sapped away the broad humanity of some of the best men. 

It is not in the contact of member and member, but of family and family, that 
we should appraise the value of our mitigating influence. A Toc H Guest-night 
may be a fine piece of hurdling; it is only when members’ wives meet that we realise 
that the hurdles are still there, also that hurdling is not a womanly accomplishment. 
Yet when we talk about the sacrifices made by members, we are often forgetful of the 
great sacrifices usually made by their womenfolk in order that the men may be 
released for Toc H. It is casy to assume that some women do not mind: it is 
far too easy to assume that they mind less and less as we go down the social scale. 

Even in the Toc Н “ family " of men only, such assumptions are not unknown, 
although they are seldom voiced. In the very early days of Toc H Conferences, 
Alec Paterson did well to emphasise that there are not two kinds of members, 
those who should give service and those who should receive it. Yet it is difficult 
for those reared in comfortable circumstances to understand the resentment of the 
less fortunate at a claim of equality which is unreal. Equality of opportunity to 
attend Guest-nights and to take on jobs does little if the homes of fcllow-members 
are known only as a number of front-doors. 


Two Scouters 

A and B are in the same unit of Toc H, and between them they have taken 
on а Scout Troop. A attends his father’s office for six or seven hours a day. He is 
not a slacker, but he is able to rearrange his times of work whenever he likes. 
When he arrives home he has nothing to do but cat and change. Не arrives at each 
Troop Meeting fresh and inventive. B works eight or nine hours a day, on his feet, 
at unvarying times, for an employer whose goodwill hc dare not lose. When he 
gets home, he fetches coal, cleans shoes, and so on. His education is far inferior 
to that of A. Не often arrives at the Troop Mccting tired and jaded. 

Toc H and Scouting being what they are, A and B gradually share their job 
satisfactorily. A learns to help B without hurting his feclings. Of course, Mrs. А 
and Mrs. B are respectively the key and the lock of the situation. Mrs. A knows 
that Mrs. B is used to hard work, weck in, weck out; while people in her own set 
would regard Mrs. А as far too refined to scrub a floor. Actually, it proves that a 
rest does Mrs. B good, while Mrs. A really enjoys a weckly floor-scrubbing. A does 
not at first realise that B's help with the Troop is possible only because Mrs. B gives 
up her only free evening. When he docs realise this, it takes him some time to 
find out what to do about it. In spite of the sentimental type of talk Still heard in 
Тос H, such problems are neither easily nor quickly solved. 

But this is a comparatively simple case. Hundreds of members cannot share a 
job of similar value to that of Scouting. Some have jobs which cannot be shared. 
Quite a number have only too much time for jobs, having no job in the world of 
employment. How many more of these could we keep in funds and in fitness but 
for class problems of which we are afraid to acknowledge the very existence? 
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Being Neighbourly 

How far have we responded to the Prince’s appeal for neighbourliness to the 
unemployed? Do we fling ourselves into the development of Centres for them, 
and never let one of them get past the doorstep at home? How much have we 
whittled down the grand Christian conception of loving our neighbour, and how 
near are we to the lawyer who wanted a definition? “ Вис he, willing to justify 
himself, said unto Jesus: And who is my neighbour? " The parable of the Good 
Samaritan which followed was, therefore, drawn from Our Lord in the cause of 
fellowship rather than that of service—if, indeed, we can separate them and find 
them real in anything but Fellowship in Service. Families, like Toc H “ families,” 
cannot be lasting communities if individual service is accompanied by a corporate 
selfishness. 


Faced with forty hungry men, say, it is difficult to do anything constructive for 
all of them. But it is fatally easy to stifle’an impulse to take one of them home, 
on the ground that there will still be thirty-nine left. It is possible, even in the 
face of world-wide over-production, to maintain that there is not really * enough 
to go round "—a notion borrowed and distorted from the political sphere. What, 
then, is the twentieth century meaning of the miracle of the loaves and fishes? Are 
miracles and parables only matters of history and literature? 


The Real Family and the Mark 
Toc H can never be more than auxiliary to the rcal family of father, mother, and 
children. And, as its Strength is based on the home, Guest-nights and such-like 
being only important side-lines, Toc H ought to be deeply concerned with the quality 
and atmosphere of home. The jobmasgter’s difficulties have already been men- 
tioned; but they are largely non-existent where members have the run of each other's 
homes, however infrequent Guest-nights may be. 


As a nearer approach to the conditions of the real family, the Marks are of vital 
importance to Toc H. To the extent that they have had to take (or, at any rate, 
have taken) in men who were only lodgers, they have exhibited the unfortunate 
characteristics of a smaller household with such inmates. Be it to the shame of 
many Toc H bachelors who could have inspired and supported Marks, that in 
more than one case a Mark has been landed in trouble, spiritual, or material, or 
both. Unlike many households, a Mark cannot afford to a rooms empty; and 
if the right men do not fill the rooms, they will be occupied by those who are not 
quite so right. It may be objected that home is the best place for all bachelors. The 
answer is that sponging on parcnts is not unknown among Toc H members, and 
few of us have not been guilty of it, in some degree or other. 

If we are honc& with ourselves, after any period of self-deception, is it not the 
vital things of life in which we can be most blind? The criticisms above are true 
of all of us, in some degrec, rather than confined to a few members. To quote 
Ruskin again: “ This is the true nature of home—it is the place of Peace; the shelter, 
not only from all injury, but from all terror, doubt, and division.” 


In proportion as we subscribe to such an ideal, let us be on our guard against 
| living up to the Jetter and not in the spirit. F. W. M. 
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PROGRAMMES WITH A PURPOSE 


The following remarks are the result of four Toc H men sitting round the fire talking 
over some of the growing pains of the family, and are intended chiefly as suggestions for 
the Toc H unit which has been under weigh for some time, and well over the ' grope’ stage. 
The names of the four authors are combined in the pseudonym ' ОПуломљ. 


HE fundamental aim of Toc H has been well described by Tubby as Reconcilia- 

tion, in its two-fold aspect between man and man, and between man and 
God; or, in other words, the bridging of thc gulf between fellow men, and between 
the Creator and His creature. The order in which this is stated, although sometimes 
attacked, is significant, because an appreciation of the real fellowship of man to 
man will and does lead to the appreciation of the necessity of a relationship realizable 
between man and God, remembcring always that God on His side has already 
bridged the gulf in Christ. Also it would seem essential to remember that due 
balance between these two aspects of reconciliation must be observed if Toc H is 
really to fulfil its aim, and neither degenerate into а Socicty of “ holy Joes” nor 
into a purely social body. And herein lies the tremendous value of the programme, 
since in it lies the greatest opportunity for furthering this idcal. Since the unit 5 
the training ground of the individual and the family, it follows that the way in 
which the time available is spent will determine the amount of era received by 
the individual, and experience has shown that the programme, which after all is 
only the determining of how the time shall be spent, receives far too little attention. 
In how many units, for instance, is the membership literally doped with talks on 
all sorts of subjects instead of choosing to listen to talks which lcad to some definite 
action? And when will units realise that it is far better to go and see things 
rather than hear about them, saying "Oh, how wonderful!” and sitting in the 
shade? The balance between organisation and the spiritual quality of Toc H 
can and should be the concern of the unit and find its expression in the programme, 
never forgetting that Toc H does not exist to amuse /tself but to share what it has 


found with the man outside. All this is tremendously inherent in our heritage of 
the Old House. 


Some Suggestions 


Passing to the practical details of programmes with a real purpose the following 


suggestions are offered as signposts which may help this our family to aim higher 
in pursuing its real aim. 


A. The appointment of a Sub-committee to arrange the programme is prac 
tically essential. The Sub-committee should be small and should include 
the Secretary. It will be responsible to the Unit Committee for— 


(i.) A skeleton programme covering a whole year, ensuring continuity 
of purpose. 


(ii.) A published programme for at least three months. 


B. In every programme the following types of evenings should have their 
own place:— 
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I, А Guest or Visitors’ Night. 
The important points to remember аге: — 
(2) To secure and entertain guests. 


(b) That, therefore, the speaker and subject should be judiciously chosen, the 
programme carefully prepared, and a suitable leader appointed. The pro- 
gramme will endeavour to maintain the balance between grave and gay, 
and should be natural—not forced. 


(с) That a “ guest" covers one individual, or members of one body, club or 
society, or men of a certain type drawn from a specific denomination, or 
of a similar age, occupation or social class. 


(4) That in view of all this it will be found impracticable to hold a guest- 
night oftener than at any rate once in two months. 


(e) That the Ceremony of Light should never be taken at a guest-night without 
a brief explanation of its meaning. A five minutes’ warning in order that 
smokes may be put out makes for the reverence necessary for the true 
observance of the Ceremony. 


(f) That the open door is Still the principle of Toc H and that every member 


is pledged to aét as host to the stranger so that he may feel thoroughly at 
home. 


Attendance at Family Prayers in Toc H is optional; make it easy for 
the guests to Stay if they wish and not impossible for them to leave if 
they must. An announcement followed by a short break is usually the 
best way. 

All this is amplified at greater length in the Secretary’s Handbook, Chapter VI. 


П. A monthly Тос H Night. 


This should not be conceived necessarily as a talk from the Padre or Pilot, but 
use may well be made of the Jobmaster, the Treasurer, the District Representatives, 
and others. Much more space should be given to Clumps, discussions on JOURNAL 
articles, or Overseas Journals, papers by members, views of probationers, debates. 


ПІ. A monthly Business Night. 


Too much time is spent at most meetings in discussing and transacting business, 
to the detriment of the main purpose of the meeting. A regular monthly business 
night has been found greatly to relieve this. 

Although the object of such a meeting is to get business transacted efficiently and 
aes the meeting should prove a fine test of the Toc H spirit. The agenda 
should be carefully drawn up and the Chairman conversant with it. 

Members should be ready to speak freely and frankly in the meeting and refrain 
from gossip afterwards! 

It need not be thought that the whole of the evening must be occupied with 
business affairs, but the balance again should be maintained, and, time permitting, 
the evening end in lighter vein, 
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IV. Outside Speakers Night. 


Under the Four Points of the Compass we are pledged to the study of conditions, 
civic, social, religious and international, to bring the expert to the Group, remember- 
ing always that every man is expert in something. 


With regard to this, instead of the haphazard choice of speakers it is much 
better to have some theme or course of subjects spread over a period, with an 
endeavour to select speakers who shall fit in the general scheme. To gain the fullest 
advantage from this method, it has been found that some preparatory work before- 
hand followed by a visit or visits (to gain first-hand information) as suggested by 
the talk, is most beneficial. 


V. А Schools Guest-night (where applicable). 


А boy's first introduction to Toc Н will probably determine his permanent attitude 
to it. It is important that he should find a group of men who fulfil in their own 
relations his hazy outline of Toc H idcals, and that his first Guest-night should give 
him an all-round idea of what Toc H is. Hence a Schools Guest-night should show 
him not merely Light, but what Light stands for; not merely the Jobmaster, but 
what service the Branch does, and a fellowship that is real. It must be planned 
with sincerity and care. 


VI. In Lighter Vein. 


(a) Within the meeting place. It is essential at all mectings that the balance 
should be maintained. The uniqueness of Toc H is that it should contain 
elements of attraction for Everyman, amongst which Humour has a definite 
place. An occasional informal meeting for music, sing-songs, mock trials, 
gramophone recitals, play readings and acting, etc., give an opportunity to 
breakdown ponderousness and stodginess. Do not be content with worn 
out and hackneyed songs: try to learn something new, and give men an 


opportunity to learn to enjoy good music by utilising local talent inside and 
outside Toc H. 


(6) Without the meeting. By arranging hikes, sporting events, inter-unit 
activities, implosions, and visits to places of interest, etc., contacts in Toc H 
will be greatly fostered, friendships cemented, and men helped to know 
each other better. 

Conclusion 
Obviously the full advantage of a well prepared and balanced programme is 
rather wasted unless the meeting is conducted throughout in a Toc H way. 
Experience has shown that the following are pitfalls to be avoided :— 

(a) Unpunctuality in starting and finishing meetings (sheer bad manners and 
often due to thoughtlessness). 

(b) Consideration for speakers. (Meeting at station; offer of a meal before- 
hand, where necessary; travelling expenses; expression of thanks and appre- 
ciation for coming, in contrast with a formal vote of thanks. Looking 


after him after meeting, 7.e., seeing him off or hospitality for night, if 
necessary). 
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(c) Interruptions and disturbances during any meetings аге harmful, as they 
take away the attention from what is going on; for example: refreshment 
preparations or washing up, goings in and out (space near door should 
always be left for late-comers), noisy welcome of late-comers, interjections 
during talks, etc. 

(2) Unless those who have any part to play are warned and prepared before- 
hand, it is obvious that the mecting will not run smoothly. In this 
respect, the Chairman and Secretary should have drawn up a detailed time- 
table and work to it. 

Finally, the aim of these remarks is to be a help and a guide to units based on 
experience of much of the family of Toc H as seen through the eyes of ‘‘ Dijigale,” 
who arc fully aware of the nced for increasing initiative and enterprise in order that 
the spirit of experiment may be free to develop. 


SOME NEW PAMPHLETS 
Toc H Publications 

J3UILDING TOC H, а 3zpage pamphlet, costing 3d., replaces two earlier publications 

on the same subject—for, in so new a building as Тос H still is, experience must needs 
suggest all sorts of modifications and additions: the architecture of the thousandth unit 
ought to be an improvement on that of the hundredth. The creation of a new unit, from 
the first ‘contact,’ through the ‘ groping’ stage, to Group status is here traced, with practical 
advice at every point. For the Starting of Toc H in any new place this little book is 
invaluable, indeed almost indispensable. 

Jobs (24 pages, price 3d.) is properly described in its sub-title as Some Notes for Job- 
masters and others іп Toc H—in other words, it does not claim to say the last word on 
‘jobmastery,’ which is an cver-growing science, and it can be very profitably studied not 
only by the jobmaster but by any working member of Toc H. Those who can interpret 
the initials of its author, ‘G.A.L.,’ know that no one in Тос H is better qualified to 
speak from experience on the subject. It is clearly divided into sections, and two appendices 
are added. We make bold to say that this is the pamphlet, concise and practical, on jobs 
which members have long been asking for. Now let them use it to the full and add to it 
themselves if they can. 

All Hallows Publications 

Three pamphlets arrive fresh from All Hallows—one a revised reprint, the other two 
new. The revision is the excellent little guide to the church, А Vade-mecum for the 
Friends of All Hallows, picturesquely written by Tubby and delightfully illustrated by 
A. A. Moore. The price, in a grey paper cover, is 3d. 

Each of the two new pamphlets serves a special purpose in connection with the church. 
In Death not divided is No. X. of the now familiar “ Bangwent" (6d.) series. It tells the 
Story of the noble ‘ undercroft’ excavated by Tubby under All Hallows and now approach- 
ing completion, and the special use of a part of it as a resting place for the ashes of 
members and friends of Toc H and parishioners. It is not a morbid thought to suppose 
that some readers of the Journat would like to make provision for their own ashes to be 
“in Death not divided " from the scene of so much living Toc H work. They will find 
all details of the plan in this pamphlet. 

Roman London (3d.) is a vivid description by Mr. A. W. G. Lowther of the fascinating 
model of the ancient city which he has himself made for All Hallows: it is now on view 
in the vestry to all-comers. With its 800 tiny buildings enclosed in a bastioned wall beside 
the river and its shipping, all to scale, the model is a wonder that everyone should see 
who can. 


325 


THE ELDER BRETHREN 


Andrew Weddell: Cookhouse, Cape Province, South Africa 

News has come to hand of the death, on March 6, of Anprew WEDDELL, an original 
member of Toc H Cookhouse. A senior man, and a devoted member of the local 
Wesleyan Church, when Toc H came within his ken he and his sons laid hold of it with 
both hands, and took it to themselves. It is difficult to estimate the value of his life in the 
small community in which he lived, and especially to the children, whom he loved and 
served for so many years. The Andrew Weddells of this world remain an inspiration to 
many who knew them. 


William Jenner: Tunbridge Wells Branch 


“ Впі” JENNER passed over at the Sea Bathing Hospital, Margate, on June 26. In the 
early days, Tubby asked the Branch to visit him on his return home from the Cheltenham 
Hospital, and when well enough he joined Toc H. Throughout the intervening years 
he has been a loyal and useful member, in spite of ill-health which laid him aside for long 
periods. The Branch will miss his bluff joviality and spirit of optimism whch acted as a 
veil to the physical suffering from which he was seldom frec. 


Eric S. Coley: Norwich Branch 
Norwich Toc H has to record the passing of yet another valued member, the fourth in 
five months. Eric had served his branch well, both as a member and Jobmaster, which 
position he only relinquished on account of ill-health. He was a great personality, with 
sterling qualities and high ideals which shone in all he said and did. Particularly will he 
be remembered for the part he played in carrying the “ Light " to East Dereham. 


Ernest Johnson: Streatham Branch 
" Јонммів ” passed over on August 24 in his 63rd усаг. A great lover of children, his 
ambition was to save enough money to give a really big party to all the poor children 
of the district and every year he brought to the Branch's Christmas entertainment a crate 
of toys, bought with his hard-earned money. His many kind deeds were quietly done 
and find no record in the jobmaster’s files. А keen debater, a cheerful steward and most 
faithful member, he was beloved by all his Branch. 


Reginald Stair Douglas: Chairman, North Hants District 
By his very sudden passing on September 3 the North Hants. District has lost not 
only an able chairman but a well loved friend. His influence was felt not only in his 
own Branch, Hartley Wintney, but throughout the District. He was a true Christian 
gentleman who will be remembered with proud thanksgiving. 


Richard Herbert Rowe: Vice-President, Nigeria 


Lieut.-Col. R. H. Rowe, Commissioner of Lands, Nigeria, died suddenly in Lagos 
Hospital on September 6, aged 50. He had а distinguished record as a soldier and 
surveyor. Recently he devoted himself especially to slum clearance in Lagos, the driving 
of new roads, the building of a new market and the highly successful experiment of a 
housing estate for Africans: these will Stand as the memorial for which he would most 
have cared. When Tubby first visited Lagos last February he found the local Group in 
need of reconstruction. For this he enlisted the help of Col. Rowe, who threw himself 
into the task with such insight and devotion that within a month the whole situation was 
changed (see May Journat, p. 201). Col. Rowe then consented to act as Vice-President 
of Toc H Nigeria, which is now greatly the poorer by the loss of his fine mind and warm 
friendship. 
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TOC H IN PRISON 


EADERS, we hope, will regard the publication of the following letter not as self- 
advertisement, but as fine encouragement in difficult work which Toc H, at home 

and overseas, is tackling in many places. The letter was addressed by the Governor of an 
English prison to the Secretary of a District in which one unit undertakes prison-visiting : 


"I think the time has come for me to express my appreciation of the very fine 
work which you and your Toc H comrades are doing in this Prison. 


You have all of you now been at the job long enough for us who work here every 
day to be able to assess the real value of what you are doing. As a result of that 
assessment, not only I myself but the other officials in the Prison are convinced that 
а very marked improvement appears in all the men you visit after you have had 
your way with them for some little time. They become more amenable to discipline 
and a large part of that narrow-mindedness, which is the curse of prison life, disappears. 
It is also quite obvious that they look forward very keenly to your visits and are 
genuinely disappointed when, for some reason, you are unable to come. 


Having regard to the fact that some real tough cases are put on the lists of Toc H 
men for them to visit, it is sufficiently marvellous that you have been able to change 
their mental outlook at all and beyond all praise that you should have been able to 
do it without any adventitious aids at all—in other words, simply by the force of your 
personal examples and by the strength of your personalities. 


I also fully understand the sacrifice it means to give up two hours per week, summer 
and winter, to visiting these men and very gratefully acknowledge it. I don't think 
I am exaggerating when I say that there is no form of personal service which can be 
more valuable than that which you are undertaking and I tru& that you and your 
comrades will believe that 1 am very deeply grateful for it all." 


From an Indian Penitentiary 


And now for an example of prison-visiting from overseas. Some readers may have 
noticed, and been intrigued by, the following paragraph in the Times of September 1:— 


“Frank Britton, of the Royal Tank Corps, who was sentenced in 1930 to penal 
servitude for life for having killed Lance-Corporal Davis, of the same regiment, 
has died in the Madras penitentiary. А post-mortem examination disclosed a large 
tumour at the base of his brain, and the opinion is expressed that this discovery 
justifies the plea of temporary insanity set up by the defence at his trial. In prison 
Britton’s conduct had been exemplary; he had learnt Braille, so as to fulfil a 
Toc H job for the blind.” 

The moving Story behind this paragraph, in brief, is this. Three years ago a young 
soldier was convicted at the Madras Sessions of the murder of a Corporal in his Corps at 
Bangalore. The trouble began one evening over a Barrack-Room “Rag.” Next day, 
after a sequence of coincidences there was a shot from a revolver, accidentally put into 
the hands of the young soldier about bed-time when he was close to the Corporal. 


At his trial (the act of violence not being denied but frankly admitted) the only possible 
defence was that of temporary insanity; by the Indian Penal Code it failed for lack of 
evidence, and a verdict of guilty was returned. Ordinarily in such a case the sentence 
would have been death. But in his summing up, the learned and humane Judge who 
presided pointed out that the prisoner was not entirely normal, and accordingly he 
imposed a life-sentence instead. On the evidence given in Court at the trial the verdict 
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was entirely correct in law. Of that there can be no doubt whatever. Ву the result of 
the post-mortem those, including his devoted parents in England, who had always believed 
that this lad could never have wilfully committed murder, are justified at last. 


In the Penitentiary he met Toc H. And if ever a lad was caught by it, this one was, 
He quietly settled down to this new life and bravely faced up to the seeming eternity of a 
life-sentence; he always was plucky and smiling; and he was soon loved by all, regardless 
of rank, race, or colour. What had been broken, prison, plus Toc H, gradually rebuilt. 
From time to time he was in Hospital with painful trouble in his right ear, but though 
he received every possible attention, no one discovered the real cause of the trouble. 


His contact with Toc H made him keen to do a “job "—not an easy thing in a prison. 
He did not гей till he had started to master Braille and learned to make books for use 
in the Blind Institute at Poonamallee. A lady in England, hearing about him, sent a 
cheque for /2 to Toc H, a teacher came in from Poonamallee specially to give him 
instruction; and, being nimble with his fingers, the lad made rapid progress. In his 
leisure hours he would say to his pals in the European Ward, “ Нор it now, you chaps, 
I’ve got a job of work to do." And he did it, joyfully and well. 


His death was a great grief to all who knew and loved him in the Penitentiary. The 
Indian prisoners mourned him deeply; they took no food on the morning he died; and, 
at their special request, were allowed to go and pay their last sorrowful tribute in person. 
His pals in the European Ward bore him to the gate. They could do no more. Members 
of Toc H and the Prison Staff followed him to the grave. And those who Stood beside it 
saw afar off the cross, on the slim spire of St. Mary's Church in Fort St. George, turned 


to burnished gold in the rays of the setting sun. 
It was full-mast high; just as he would have wished 


of Britain under which he had served. 


Close by flew the double crossed flag 


it to be when the trumpets sounded and he crossed over to the other side. 


MULTUM IN PARVO 


9: Pat Leonard and Kathleen Knights Smith 
were married at All Hallows on Sept. 18. 
They have the greetings and good wishes 
of the whole of Toc H. 

У A warm welcome on joining the staff to 
A. E. F. Hammond, who becomes an Assist- 
ant Área Secretary in London, and the Rev. 
R. L. Watson, who starts work as a "Marks" 
Padre in the London Area; also to Padre A. 
E. Howard, who has been appointed Senior 
North-Western Area Padre. His address is 
37, Prospect Vale, Fairfield, Liverpool. 

ЈЕ Colin Macpherson, who deputised for Bob 
Sawers as Area Secretary during the latter’s 
absence in Canada, has been appointed by the 
Scottish Area Executive Hon. Pilot for South- 
East Scotland. 

У From October 1, Padre Pat Leonard, while 
remaining Administrative Padre, will be 
living on Tower Hill, and devoting a large 
part of his time to assisting in Tubby’s work 
at All Hallows. He will zoz in future be 
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able to undertake the “deputation work," 
talking to District Gucst-nights and the like, 
which he has hitherto done. All this work, 
so far as the Midlands and North are соп- 
cerned, will, for the time being devolve on 
Padre Alan Colthurst, who will cease from 
October 1 to belong to the Yorkshire Area 
Staff and will become a Headquarters Padre, 
available for Arca and District gatherings, 
training week-ends, retreats, etc. Не will 
continue to have the same address as now, 
viz., Brotherton House, Leeds. 

YF Birtupay Festiva: Members from Over- 
seas or of the Central General Branch who 
desire to attend on December 9 and 10 (see 
July Journat, pp. 273-4) should apply to the 
Festival Secretary, 47, Francis Street, London, 
S.W.1, for an application form. General 
Members attached to Branches or Groups 
should apply to their Unit Secretary, and 
members of Area General Branches to their 
Area Secretary. 


OURSELVES 


& THE COMMUNITY 


By E. E. REYNOLDS 


CROWN 8vo. 55. NET. 


“This orderly, readable, closely-packed book. It takes a good pathfinder to guide us 
through the maze of rights and duties which is our inheritance, and it is not without 
significance that the writer dates his preface from Gilwell Park."— Toc H Journal. 


CAMBRIDGE UNIVERSITY PRESS 


Miscellaneous Advertisements MISCELLANEOUS ADVERTISEMENTS 
VISITING YPRES? SHANNON Нотиг, opp. Menin PREPAID RATES. 
RS Brit. Owner-Manager. Capt. Leo Knox, late The charge for miscellaneous advertisements 
Е 2 English food, quiet From 5/- per day. is 1/6 per line. Minimum 2 lines. Each line 
об dis. Toc H. .— | SP ior SR r consists of an average of 46 letters, including 
. TOC H HOUSE, BOURNEMOUTH.—Noted for punctuation. Display Panels per inch I5/-. 
its comfort and coinpany both winter and summer. Series Discount 5 per cent. for six insertions. 
Handy for everything. Permanent and temporary All miscellaneous advertisements must be 
guests. Men  only.—Terms, apply: RESIDENT prepaid and should be addressed to:— 
WARDEN, 20, Poole Road. | Small Advert. Dept., Toc H Journal, 
ик Vil. RECOMMENDATION.—Comfort- | Cave’s Advertising Service, 
able moderate home for gentlemen, 4 minntes | Parla House, 270, Regent Street, London, W.1. 


stations, 8 minutes clectric service, 25 minutes City; 

constant hot water; telephone.— WoRCESTER HOUSE, 

Sanderstead Road, S. Croydon. | 
TOC H PRINTED STATIONERY FOR GROUP 

Плане USE E RISORTON THE YEARS BETWEEN 


100 sheets, two colours, 5/-; 
one colour, 4/-; also POSTER BLANKS in two col- . 
ours, IS" x 10", 25 for 3/6; 2o" х 30”, 25 for 5/6; 
post free. —l'HE “STAR ” Pruss, 583%, Commercial | 
Road, London, E.x. Phone: East 3367-8. 


WANTED to buy to complete Volume: March and | 
July 1924 Тос Н Journals. Communications to Stuart | 
Greenacre, 29, St. Paul's Road, Clifton, Bristol. 


TOC H DIARY FOR 1934 


O why does the audience wait? 
The speaker's forgotten the date. 
Don't call bim a liar—he 
Saved up for a Diary, 
But wrote to the Registrar late. 
Price 2s., from the Registrar (Postage extra). 
Apply carly or you may be just as unlucky. 


The story of Toc H, 1919-1922, 
104 pages, fully illustrated. 


THE YEARS BETWEEN 


«A joy to the old member ; 


«А revelation to the new; 
A necessity to the probationer. 


THE YEARS BETWEEN 


Now on sale, price One Shilling. А few 
bound copies at Two Shillings. 


THE YEARS BETWEEN 


Order from the Registrar, 47, Francis 
Street, London, S.W.1. 


1/- 


DANCE NOVELTIES. 


HATS, BALLOONS, DECORATIONS, ETC. 
We hold the widest range in London. 


VICTOR G. GINN & CO., 
16, Red Lion Square, High Holborn, W.C.1. 
Chancery 7654. Write for Toc H List. 
Come to our Showrooms. 


The Best Story is a True Story 


and the finest speaker is one who knows his subject from personal experience. 
Let a war-blinded man himself tell you the story of St. Dunstan’s and the 2,000 
St. Dunstaners who are among the happiest and most worth-while of our citizens. 
He knows what they are—he knows what they might have been. 


No charge whatever is made, and, if desired, a display can be given of a 


wide range of the beautiful and useful workmanship of these war-blinded 
craftsmen. 


Each lecture is designed solely as a description of the work of St. Dunstan's 
and no appeal is made for funds. For vacant dates and further details, 
application should be made to the 


Appeals Organiser: ST. DUNSTAN’S WEADQUARTERS, 
Inner Circle, Regents Park, Londona, N.W.1. 
"Phone: Welbeck 7921. 


OURNE PARK 
BUILDING SOGIETY 


offers a simple method of assistance to house purchasers in 
London and the Home Counties. 


'The Society Advances a large proportion of the Purchase 
Price of the house which you select. By low monthly 
Repayments which are inclusive of Principal and Interest, 
you are enabled in an agreed term of years to return the 
Advance made and the property becomes your own. 

'The * Westbourne Park " has, since its foundation nearly 
fifty years ago, assisted more than 44,000 persons to become 
home-owners, and has advanced over £21,000,000 towards 
house purchase. 


WRITE TO-DAY for Prospectus ГАЛ, free from :— 
George E. Jeffries, F.1.S.A., Secretary, WESTBOURNE HOUSE, 


WESTBOURNE GROVE, LONDON, W2 
aa EE A RTE н Ч, 17 а ~ __к,_____ 
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THE NINTH STAFF CONFERENCE 


HE ANNUAL CONFERENCE has become an indispensable event in the Summer 

programme of the full-time staff of Toc H at home. For most of them it takes 
place in the holidays, but it is in itself far from a holiday. The foremost aim for which 
the Conference was originally convened (in the first instance, by Ronnie Grant and Herbert 
Fleming) Still stands paramount—namely, that the Staff should have a chance of getting 
to know one another. For in truth they never all come together in the year, except at a 
national Birthday Festival where they are lost to each other among thousands ot other 
members. And as, year by year, the Staff increases Steadily in numbers in an effort to 
keep up with the increase of the movement and its work, this bricf meeting-time becomes 
ever more essential. Each year brings a certain proportion of new faces to the Conference, 
men who are scarcely known by name and аа to their fellow-members of the whole- 
ume team. The inside of a weck is barely enough for the business of the sessions (though 
some members feel it too much for their intellectual and spiritual digestions) and it is 
certainly too little for the main business of getting to know other men thoroughly, or 
even having a few minutes’ talk with seventy of them in turn. But it is the best that 
can be done, and it is extremely good, so far as it goes. 


The Conference of 1932 was so well satisfied with its surroundings at Digswell Park, 
the conference house of Welwyn Garden City, that it met there again. In previous years 
it had met twice in private houses, twice in schools, twice in colleges at Oxford and at 
Cambridge and once in a Toc H Mark. At Digswell it found all the facilities on the 
spot—sufhicient bedrooms and excellent service, ideal mecting places, both indoors and out, 
tennis, cricket and ‘ golf’ at the very doors of the house, and a beautiful little church on 
the premises. The names and offices of those present will be found under their portraits 
on Plate XXXIII, which represents a pretty full parade of the Staff. To everyone's regret, 
Peter Monic (Hon. Administrator), Ronald Grant (Southern Area Secretary), and R. O. 
Jourdain (Hon. Commissioner, South-Western Area) were unable to be present, as were, 
of course, our emissaries in South Africa, Owen Watkins and Geoffrey Martin, who 
greeted the Conference by cable. It was delightful to have ‘Mus’ (Registrar) and Ted 
Samuel (Bursar) present for some part of the time. 


Anything like complete minutes of the Conference would be not only tiresome to readers 
but impossible to compile. А general impression shall suffice. Sessions lasted from 
9.45 a.m.—12.45 p.m., from 5—6.45 p.m., and from 8.30—10 p.m. or a little later; morning 
and afternoon mectings werc held in the open air, and as the sunny days went on the 
clothes worn by members grew beautifully less. The first hour after breakfast each day was 
of special interest and happiness. It was devoted to Bible-reading, ог, to be precise, to 
Tom Pym's brilliant and unconventional paraphrase of St. Mark's Gospel, which the Con- 
ference of 1922 had discovered and used.* Members, sitting in a circle on the lawn, read 
paragraphs aloud in turn, and Tubby, crossed-legged on the ground in the centre amid 
a little hill of books, commented and interpreted. His concern was to help his ‘class’ 
to sce more clearly the inexhaustible living Person of Jesus, Stripped of the clogging 
conventions of the stained-glass window and the Sunday School picture book. Мо vehicle 
for this could have been better chosen than St. Mark’s account, the earliest and shortest 
of the four Gospels, full of vivid detail drawn direct from St. Peter's vehement talk about 
his Master, made even more vivid, to the point of crudity, by Tom Pym's translation, 
and then delivered through the medium ot Tubby’s scholarship and high imagination. 


* Mark's Account of Jesus: Being a Version of St. Mark's Gospel in Common Speech. Compiled 
by T. W. Pym. Heffer & Sons, Cambridge, 9d. Obtaiuable from H.Q. or All Hallows. 
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The first two evening sessions werc, very properly, mainly devoted to Toc H Overseas. 
The Conference listened, without discussion, to first-hand records of members who had 
lived and worked overseas. Two men, at present in England from ‘down under,’ made 
a deep impression on the Conference—Padre ‘ Bill’ Baldwin on Australia and ‘ Barney’ 
Olphert on New Zealand. On the preceding evening, Bob Sawers, who was recently 
‘lent? to Eastern Canada for a period by Scotland, gave a moving account of the State of 
Canadian unemployment—far too little realised at home—and the high spirit with which our 
members over there are facing great obstacles. Bobs Ford spoke of his Far Eastern tour, 
mainly concerning himself with Toc H in Malaya and the hopes for China and Japan. 
And Bob Slater (formerly Northern Area Padre, at present at home on leave from Rangoon) 
not only talked about Burma but raised the whole wide issue of the ‘changing East’ and 
the great perils ahead unless Christian ideals can lay hold of the younger generation 
among Eastern peoples. These two fascinating evenings were no merce record of efforts 
to build Toc H, sometimes very gallant and heartening efforts, but gave a sense of the 
enormous variety, complexity and scale of the problems which confront the world. They 
were touched upon, in every case, in a way which set the Conference in a wide room 
and threw into a very minor place many of the questions of detail in which Toc H at home 
often absorbs its energies. These talks recreated in their hearers the sense of adventure 
and set the everyday needs of individuals against vast new backgrounds. 


Two sessions were devoted to the subject of Marks. On this the keynote of the 1933 
Conference was sounded clearly: differences of opinion and of practice on important 
subjects exist among us—this is the chance to get them ‘off our chests’ and to seek a 
common mind and a united advance. What was the true place of the Mark in Toc H? 
Did any Mark fulfil the ideal which Tubby in early days laid down? Was there need 
for two distin types of Mark (called, during the debate, for convenience, a ' Mark- 
workshop’ and a ‘ Mark-hostcl )? Members spoke their minds plainly, which was refresh- 
ing and very useful. Some members were able to case thcir minds of misgivings and 
misunder&tandings and in the process everyone recaptured a truer sense of unity beneath 
the obvious differences of temperament and feeling. A fine contribution was a talk on 
the finance of Marks by ‘Mus’ which lasted for over an hour! "This was real plain 
speaking, tempered with humour and a deeplying concern for the true aims of Тос H 
which shone through the hardest hitting. It is not too much to say that many a member 
of the Staff who had only known the business efficiency of the Registrar now came to 
appreciate fully his qualities as а man. The Conference appointed some of its number 
to carry the discussion further at an extra session onc evening. This smaller body was 
able to get its convictions about Marks much clearer in many dctails, though it did not 
attempt a full Statement. Suffice it here to say that the first conclusion of all was “ that 
Marks are essential in the life of Toc H.” 


Two whole days were given up to two ' subjects,’ so wide in their sweep that the essence 
of Toc H in all its varicty could have been brought into them. The title—rather odd- 
sounding—of the first was “ Worldliness and Religiosity.” ‘Tat’ (G. K. Tattersall) in 
an opening talk challenged the Staff on essential matters. Do we place too high a value 
on worldly position and on others’ opinion? In other words, does Toc Н really honour 
its pledge in the ‘Main Resolution’ to “ сате nothing for the world’s opinion or 15 
successes for ourselves or this our family "? Have we lost the art of “ living dangerously, 
do we spend too much of our best energy on organising Toc H itself, do we tend x 
publicity and money-raising in forms which may debase the temper and tone of our society! 
In speaking of “ religiosity ” he asked whether we were alive to the danger of using words 
and forms without thinking of their meaning which might change with time, whether we 
were demanding conformity to certain conventions and so failing to bring in many vigorous 
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PLATE NNNIV. STALE CONFERENCE. 


A SESSION AND SOME PERSONALITIES. 


i. Digswell Park, the meeting place; 2. The Conference in session, О. K. Tattersall speaking; 

з. The Chairman (' Barkis ’) at work; 4. Extremes meet—Dadres Jolin Palmer and Herbert Leggate; 

5. Hubert Secretan; 6. Pat Leonard goes Tyrolese; 7. David Wallace; 8. Two pillars of l'inance— 
‘Mus’? and Dick Thomas; g. Tubby's Bible-class; ro. ' Uncle Harry.’ 


(Photos: F. Mayo, Welwyn (No. 2), and R. С. H.) 


younger men. Were we letting Christianity speak for itself ог were we trying to speak 
for it? “If so, will this end in our tongues wagging rather than our light shining? " 
Gilbert Williams followed up this stimulating self-examination with some vigorous instances 
and then the Conference divided into small groups, under appointed leaders, and соп- 
ducted lively sectional discussion on definite points in various corners of the garden. There 
is no set of formal resolutions to show for this day's debate, but once again the keynote 
was getting all manner of things off members’ chests and discovering the team’s unity. 
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The other large subject was “ Fairmindedness,” the most difficult and perhaps least 
discussed of the * Four Points of the Compass’ in Toc H. Jim Burford (South Wales Arca 
Secretary) opened the ball with a talk which will long be remembered for its sanity, its 
humour and its astonishing wealth of shrewd observation and wide range of Study. 
Against its first-hand experience, drawn from the dangerous life of the coal-mine, some of 
the talks which followed were bound to seem a little academic. The day’s discussion 
indeed was inclined at times to become ‘ high-brow, but at the evening session the urgent 
concerns of many members broke through. This was the night which seems to occur at 
most Staff Conferences—and always without warning—when the atmosphere becomes what 
the newspapers call ‘electrical.’ Shy men speak out with decision, the younger member 
suddenly finds he has something he must say, and one speaker after another hastens into 
the ring to let fly. In the early Stages a casual member of Toc Н, had he dropped in, might 
have been dismayed: was Toc H really a failure and its Staff losing heart? If he had 
Stayed until the end he would have revised any such impression, for these were but the 
throes of men getting to know each other's minds better and their prayers at the close 
were thanksgiving of a convinced and united team. А new happiness was the result. 


Though the discussions this year had purposely avoided too much detail and taken a 
wide sweep, many practical issues were raised. Of these none was more important than 
that brought out by the session on “ Schools Work." How far is Toc H failing to attract 
and hold boys leaving school who should be its essential recruits? If it is failing thus, why? 
And is not this the greatest task of all—the training of the younger generation to think 
and act, and the leadership of it towards some clear objective? What other instrument 
is better fitted for this vital and urgent work than Toc H should be? And if it misses 
its great opportunity, what then? These arc the questions which not only the staff but the 
whole membership must ask itself. 


A good Conference, by common consent. It had not met for mere mutual admiration, 
but it increased true fellowship. It had not met to vaunt successes, but to face perplexities 
with courage and faith. It claimed no positive achievement save that of clearing the ground 
here and there for better advance. And surely many who were there found the promise 
true—in lumine tuo videbimus lumen. 


AN APOLOGY 


LEAFLET, advertising a scheme of insurance, which was included as an 'inset' 

between the pages of the August issue, has, not unnaturally, led to a certain amount 
of misunderstanding, as the wording was in certain respects unusual. The Registrar agreed 
to thc proposal to advertise, but went on a long overdue holiday before he had seen the 
actual wording proposed by the advertiser, and the Editorial offices did not see the leaflet 
at all until it was issued. We express sincere regret for this occurrence and will do every- 
thing possible to prevent anything of the kind happening again. Neither Toc H Incor- 
porated nor any member of the staff is organising or has any interest in this scheme.—Ep. 
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RELIEF EMPLOYMENT FOR BOYS 


This is the record of a job done for unemployed boys in South Africa that shows 
imagination and resource. First made public in the Compass, the bi-monthly magazine 
of Toc Н in Southern Africa, the Slory has been retold for the Journat by Major R. Way, 
recently returned to England from Pietermaritzburg, where this job is being done. The 


re-telling 1s on purpose in some detail in order to challenge constructive criticism and to 
provide emulation elsewhere. 


E H PIETERMARITZBURG has now added to the laurels it has gained through- 
out the Union by its Hostel for boys, by tackling Juvenile Unemployment. The 
authorities had records of 75 boys under the age of 18 who, for no fault of their own, 
were out of employment. An earlier scheme for a club, where such boys might be 
encouraged by games, hobbies and practical tuition to keep up their morale, had not been 
a great success, and it was felt that a scheme of regular employment on the property of 
the corporation and public institutions held greater prospects. 


With a sum of {20 in subscriptions (limited to a maximum of 2/6d. a month) already 
promised, the corporation was approached and gave the scheme its warm approval. Toc H 
said it would undertake to collect the funds as required, provide an overseer, to see to the 
payment of wages, to provide insurance out of funds under employers' liability insurance 
and, finally, the most important contribution of playing the part of good neighbour. 
Then, having volunteered the entire management and supervision of the scheme, the 
Branches asked the corporation to complete its part of the bargain by contributing ten 
shillings for every twenty collected by Toc H, and by providing avenues of employment 
together with the tools and necessary equipment. 


Soon boys were at work in the public parks, swimming bath and botanic gardens, while 
two were employed cleaning and arranging old records and files in the City offices. Their 
week has five days, each of a six-hour day, at two shillings a day. Soon the necessity to 
augment funds became obvious if the scheme were to be allowed to expand. It was realised 
that for members to canvass every citizen would be a physical impossibility. Мо firms had 
been approached up to this Stage, so it was decided to get in touch with the proprietors 
to explain the scheme, and to ask them to accept the responsibility of canvassing their 
respective staffs, collecting the moncy and sending it directly to the treasurer. The response 
was so encouraging that more boys were taken in, and soon the better lads were drafted 
into more suitable and permanent employment. 


The qualities of leadership in some of the boys quickly made itself apparent, and there 
is little doubt but that Toc H will draw not a few of its future leaders from their ranks. 


Every encouragement is given to the boys to attend at the Toc H Room on a special 
night every week and as many members as possible turn up and make real friends of them. 
They also go to a member’s private house, and camp-fire meetings provide another oppor- 
tunity. Payment is made fortnightly to the boys either at the house of a member or at 
the Toc H Dug-out, where refreshments and friendliness are for the asking. 


Toc H Pietermaritzburg has benefited immensely, both in the spirit of its individual 
members and in the esteem of the public. Their efforts have reached the ears of the 
Minister of Labour, while the Manager of the Local Juvenile Affairs Board has been 
congratulated by his Department. 


These are minor considerations compared with the immense benefits accruing to the 
boys themselves, many of whom were in danger of falling into bad ways or drifting into a 
state of mind and body from which they would find it hard to escape. 
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THE FAMILY OVERSEAS 


From Southern Africa 


ОТЕ OWEN WATKINS апа Geoff. Martin have of necessity spent much of their 
time in Southern Africa talking. It is an old Toc H custom, but, if we can read the 
signs accurately, from talk action is springing. Both successes and failures are being 
admitted freely and studied. That which is wrong is being tackled courageously, and that 
which has succeeded is put under the microscope so that the health-giving, body-building 
vitamin or carbohydrate is isolated and its formula noted, thus leaving in the hands of the 
analysts information that will be of untold value in building up the weak. There is no 
morbid retrospection at work, only a vivifying desire to deepen and inspire. 

Thoughts of extension jostle with desires for improving whatever exists already. In 
many Provinces Owen is preaching decentralisation and district organisation. The essen- 
tial labours of organisation have been borne by too few men, units have suffered from 
loneliness; looseness of ties between unit and unit and Province and Province has weakened 
the challenge to leadership; these difficulties can be tackled and solved by the intensifying 
of family life led by a good committee in a close-knit District. A District ultimately 
becomes more than a geographical expression, it has a spiritual unity. 

Domestic aífairs are not an obsession in Southern Africa; they are preliminary only to 
the units playing a wider and deeper part in the life of their communities. As proof of 
this, here are two problems of the present day being tackled in a characteristic way by some 
units, ic, the unemployed, and the colour problem. The Pietermaritzburg Branches 
have been evolving a scheme of relicf employment for boys, of which a brief account 
appears opposite. Although Toc H proposed and is running the scheme, it is not content 
to do only that. Branch members make it their duty to keep in close touch with the boys, 
and have arranged for them to be paid at the house of a member, or on a Saturday night 
at their Dug-Out, where refreshment and friendship are for the asking. There is already 
a fine spirit of fellowship among these boys; one lad was willing to turn down the offer 
of regular employment in favour of another who had been longer out of work and whose 
family was correspondingly more distressed. 

With regard to the colour question, several units are thinking about the establishment 
of European-Coloured Councils, on the lines of the European-Bantu Council already in 
action. In Bloemfontein it has been voiced; in Klerksdorp one member has led the way 
in obtaining a sports ground for the native population, advising and helping in its con- 
struction. Help for a soup kitchen for coloured people is forthcoming from the same 
Group. 'Gaika' (Rev. У. H. Kinsey) has been discussing with Witbank, his local unit, 
the possibilities of forming there a joint council of Europeans and Natives. 

Units seem to be developing a more individual life. Melmoth is boasting of its being 
completely bi-lingual; and False Bay Group, until it found a home in June, would wander 
with its Rushlight all over the country, joining with other units for meetings, then off 
again, covering possibly two thousand miles a month. Their record for May is an implosion 
on the Bloemfontein Branch, Staying there a few days, visiting the lunch club, and a surprise 
visit to Owen Watkins as he passed through on his way to Durban. Next, away to 
Johannesburg, Staying there for a few days, then to Pretoria, where four days were spent, 
participating in jobs and attending meetings then away on the long journey home, to 
False Bay sheltering behind the Cape of Good Hope. At last they have a home of their 
own, their own pegs for their hats, slippers in front of their own fire, and themselves 
hosts at lat to other wanderers. Their staffs are piled high in the corner, scrips are 
discarded, their Rushlight is on its own shelf. They are at home at last. 
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From India 


AFTER four and a half years’ probation, the Agra Group has been promoted to Branch 
status. Probation has been long but by design. Agra is a twin, for with its brother, 
Muttra, it was born at the same meeting in 1928. Afuttra Wing had a difficult life; being 
recruited from two batteries of gunners, it suffered all the vicissitudes of a military unit 
until June in this year it decided that its job was ended and its Rushlight was returned. 
Agra Steadily went ahead. At its first birthday celebration the party had to be divided 
into five companies to eat in rotation. From the first, the Group set itself a high Standard 
in attendance at meetings, a difficult matter as the members, among whom there have 
been two Indians from the beginning, are widely scattered. In addition to the weekly 
full meetings of the whole Group, there is a devotional service in the crypt chapel of St. 
John’s College, and one special meeting of the initiated membcrs, both once a month; 
consequently the earnest member has six meetings every four weeks. For some time a 
card of admittance was circulated with list of reasons for absence which were considered 
“ adequate" or "inadequate." Among the “ adequates’’ are two broken legs, infectious 
illness; the “ inadequates’”” included one broken leg, two cold feet, intoxication, happiness 
at home, and unhappiness at home. — Service in quality seems to cqual fellowship. 


The brief mention in the Lamp of the new Kola Goldfields Group brings to mind а 
letter, which Bobs Ford received in 1937, from a captain of the rst East Yorkshire Regiment, 
then living in the Kola Ficlds, telling how he discovered the body of Gilbert Talbot after 
the heroic counter-attack from Sanctuary Wood on July 30, 1915, and how Neville Talbot 
and Sergeant Sheppard and a stretcher party brought Gilbert in, expecting a fusillade at 
any moment from the enemy only a hundred yards away. The fire never came, so this 
officer escaped to find Toc H many years after in a remote town in India. 


The retirement at the спа of a long term of service in India of Sir Herbert Grayhurst 
Pearson, Judge of the Calcutta High Court, means a scrious loss to Toc H in that country. 
Judge Pearson has been chairman of the Toc H Council in India since 1925, when the 
council was first chosen and brought together by Tubby. Under his guidance the move- 
ment has expanded and developed in India on lines which under severe tests have proved 
to be right. The first Mark, the firs All-India Conference, the first full-time Padre, and 
the creation of the first two Area Executives (of Madras and of the North-West), have come 
to fruition under his care and leadership. And now Toc H at home will welcome him. 


DESPATCHES OF THE MONTH 


Despatches from London, Yorkshire and Northern Areas will appear next month. 


From South W ales 


OUTH WALES, a land of little rivers which run among the hills with towns and 

villages Strung upon them like beads on silver thread, would be a not inapt description 
of the South Wales Area if one forgot that the Streams, all soiled and murked by coal-dust, 
are not silvern. It is surprising in how many of thesc towns or villages beginnings and 
arrivals of Toc H are now to be found. Area Secretaries somehow have a knack or habit 
of coming and going and to the latest of the tribe, who is, for the nonce a scribe, it is 
not the least or the last of encouraging signs that Toc H goes on and grows on despite (or 
is it because of?) these changes. "Tis not so long since Greeno recorded the departure 
of Wynne Jones and now even he himself has left, and a somewhat overawed successor 
arrives! Loud lamentation at Greeno’s departure was the order of the day and bid fair 
to be the disorder of the night until it was mentioned that he was simply crossing the 
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River Severn and not the Jordan! The new arrival had and has this much to add to 
the undoubted welcome extended, that he, to an extent and in a measure, is a returned 
exile, or—better term, perhaps—adventurer. 

Space, patience, and ability preclude a full recital of the happenings during the past 
few months. Outstanding and remembered are such things as: A Tour in West Wales, 
calling upon Fishguard, Aberystwyth, Haverfordwest, Newport (Рст.), and Pembroke. 
The latter has since received its Rushlight. This fruitful corner was happy to have a 
visit from Tubby during July and delightfully listened to some hitherto unheard experiences 
of holidays as Tubby knew them in childhood. That he broke into a holiday to do 
this was kind. That much more than holidays were recounted was of enormous help 
to the fellows who were assembled. 

Port Talbot, Cardiff, Ebbw Vale, and the Distriéts in which they are situate were visited 
during April by Barclay Baron. Great times were experienced, although, after Barkis’ 
talk at Cardiff on “ The Doctor," some have had seriously to reconsider the potency of 
the phrase "spare time." Neeth during a week-end was the Rome of all Тос H paths 
in the Swansea District, the attraction being Arthur Lodge and Greeno leading a week-end 
of training for Toc H leadership. More, much more, of this is necded and arranged 
for in the near future. 

Pat Leonard and Jim Davies came along and helped us on our way with a splendid 
Padres’ Conference at Cardiff. Strange arithmetic at this event. Twenty-one said they 
were coming and twenty-six of them came! Thirty-six letters of invitation were sent out 
and we actually had thirty-five replies. The Padres might be held up to the Secretaries 
as examples. The same Pat, Jim and a host of other Jims were present at Caerphilly to 
а Guest-night of the District, at which a ‘vote of thanks’ was proposed in a language 
not understood by those to whom it was given. Whether it was really thanking Pat or 
advising him in matters matrimonial, is to Welshmen, even now, not quite clear! 


Merthyr, Burry Port, Port Talbot, Cardiff, Pontypool, Swansea and Toc H in Gloucester 
have all had a hand and a heart in providing men, moncy, and boys for the Summer Camps. 


Risca, with Crosskeys, that had for years been the one spot at which Area Secretaries 
had failed to arrive—the South Wales Secretary did fail to arrive at Oxford for the Southern 
Area Festival—was visited for the twin purpose of bestowing a Rushlight and revealing 
the fact that Arca Secretaries were flesh and blood realities! Sketty and Burry Port, away 
towards the West have both attained Group Status and bid fair to progress further. 

Barry called upon the winner of the Australian Grain Boat Race unloading at that port; 
discovered some score or more German Cadets, invited them, entertained them, loved 
them, and forged a link that will not be easily broken or readily forgotten. How those 
lads sang!—not mere snippets, but songs and shanties all complete. As one said "It is 
not always casy for a German” but “ you Toc H are good, you laugh, and we sing and 
drink the tea together. We will remember and be glad we сате." An attempt was 
made to tell them something of Toc H in words of one syllable; whether it was successful 
no one knows; anyway, they were great evenings and all are better for them. 

Of course, one must remember that in a less obvious way some other crowd of fellows 
have done something unrecorded by this scribe that is known only to the Great Recorder, 
who is also the Rewarder of those who do His Will. 

As you journey north-east of the Severn you see, away westward, rounded hills, out- 
Standing peaks, midst which are the towns strung on the streams as beads. You note 
the outstanding peaks and pass by the not unimportant others. These notes are just like 
that, a glimpse of the things that poke up, the most important perhaps are not mentioned, 
which must be the excuse of an incompetent observer and a pen-shy scribe. J. B. 
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Егот the W estern Area 


Tue Swindon District has undoubtedly benefited during the last year by the presence 
of a team meeting regularly in its midst. Though much extension is not apparent, con- 
solidation has bcen effected by two Training Week-ends, one at Swindon and one at 
Chippenham, and District Guest-nights at Marlborough, Melksham and Swindon, when 
Tubby, Colin Marr and Barkis were the chicf guests respectively. The last one was 
attended by most members and probationers in the District, but even so the visitors were 
more numerous. A dozen or more of the latter are now “ groping” with much promise 
in Swindon New Town, while it is certain that many more friends were gained for Toc H 


through that Guest-night. “Groping” is also proceeding at Devizes with hopes of the 
early beStowal of a Rushlight. 


£ 


f the new jobs perhaps Chippenham's Casual Ward visiting, Sunday by Sunday, 
Stands out. Melksham is helping to entertain London holiday children, while Marlborough 
was responsible recently for a whole week for the hospital, which brought in some £650. 
Swindon holds Guest-nights for eighty of the local unemployed every third week, which, 
apart from the primary object of fellowship and the passing on of a spirit, provide many 
useful contacts and spread a knowledge of Toc H. 


The above despatch from the Swindon District illustrates the fact that the Western Area 
are fully alive to the importance of the training and consolidation of District teams, regular 
Training Weck-ends, and carefully prepared District Guest-nights. Both Colin Marr and 
Barkis visited the four Districts on four consecutive nights, and undoubtedly the Guest- 
nights were of great value, not only in consolidating the cxisling teams, but in gaining 


new interest and allegiance from many outside, and in Starting off new teams on the 
'Toc H adventure. 


This autumn we are looking forward to having Norman Knock in Chippenham on 
September 28, the Bishop of Bristol at Mark IX on October 9, Alec Paterson in Trow- 


bridge on October 23, and Tubby in Bristol on November 14, and in North Gloucestershire 
the following day. 


One of the results of the Story of Dr. Stansfeld and the Bermondsey Boys’ Clubs, which 
Barkis related at the District Guest-night in Gloucester, was immediate, practical and 
exceedingly worth-while. At the next meeting of the Gloucester team a member insisted 
upon an answer to the question “ What are we going to do about it? " with the result that 
the Gloucester and Stroud Districts at once Started to organise a ten days’ Holiday Camp 
for boys living in the less bright quarters of some of our towns in the Ме. 


The Camp was subsequently held in the middle of August on the camping ground in 
the Earl of Bathurst’s Park at Cirencester. It had been used the previous fortnight by 
Public Schools Cadets, and we most fortunately inherited from them their Quartermaster, 
Captain Pensom, their Physical Training Officer, Captain James, all their tents and other 


camping kit, and a generous sum of /17, the result of a collection among the Cadets 
for those who succeeded them in the Camp. 


Two hundred and thirty boys between the ages of ten and twelve, children of unem- 
ployed parents, arrived from South Wales, the Forest of Dean, Bristol, Gloucester and 
other towns. Most of them came in private cars lent and driven by their owners, of 
whom many had not previously “ discovered " Toc H. The Camp-leaders were members 
of the Toc H units in Gloucestershire, together with some half-dozen new friends of 
Toc H on vacation from Universities and Public Schools who had answered an appeal in 
the Press for their help. L.W.H. members came daily and worked untiringly in the 
mess-tents. We do not know how much alarm was caused in the home of one of the 
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boys who, on the day after the Camp opened, wrote to his mother, “ They have taken all 
our clothes, but I do not feel cold "! His Statement was quite true, but he omitted to say 
that every boy on arrival at the Camp was served out with a khaki shirt and shorts, as 
well as such useful and delectable articles as night-shirts, soap, socks and shoes. 


For the rest, there have becn a good many changes in the personnel of Mark IX in the 
past year, and the new team is finding its fect, and is full of enthusiasm and activity. 
Brislington has become a Branch, Street and Mere have their Rushlights. Devizes, Wells, 
Midsomer Norton and Box should soon be ready for theirs. There are hopeful murmurings 
in Bradford-on-Avon, Bedminster, and in and around Shepton Mallet and Chipping 
Sodbury. Jobs of all kinds continue and new varicties appear from time to time. Gloucester 
Branch have been running garden concerts for crippled people. Cinderford, a small 
group, chiefly composed of miners, in the Forest of Dean, found a great need in their 
midst and straightway tackled it, in spite of adverse odds, by converting a desolate piece 
of waste ground into a delightful children’s playground which was opened on July 7. 


From Ireland 


_ SUMMER brings the call of the sea and when to that is added the Stronger and more 
imperative note of a Toc H Rally, what Toc Н-ег could resist? It is not surprising, 
therefore that Ircland’s most beautiful scaside resort, Bangor, Co. Down, was, on July 1/2, 
the Mecca of Toc H in Northern Ireland. 


Out in the bay lay the slumbering form of a giant battleship, H.M.S. Rodney. Some- 
where among the fifteen hundred men on board shone the lights of four Toc H members. 
So few among so many, they arc fighting a lonely and a detached battle. A Rally might 
show them a little of the unseen Strength that is backing them . . . and so a great 
idea was born. 


Three hundred members of Toc H and L.W.H. in Northern Ireland therefore rallied 
on Saturday, July 1, to welcome the Navy, or rather the Navy welcomed them, for our 
Rally Started off with a visit to H.M.S. Rodney. In the Ship's Chapel, peaceful and lovely, 
we recited the Ceremony of Light. “Light” over, the party literally melted over the 
ship, and somchow reunited after an hour to catch the boat for the shore. One of the 
problems of Toc H in the Navy is that they can never be assisted by a unit of L.W.H.— 
we have discovered that the Stairs on board were never made for women. 


Back on land again, we headed towards the Abbey Church for our Festival Service. 
Here, on ground hallowed since the old monastic days of Buan-chor (Bangor) in the 
sixth century, we rededicated ourselves to the tasks of another year. The procession of 
light-bearers, headed by Shorty Weir of the Rodney, bearing the Rushlight recently 
presented to the Belfast District by H.M.S. Солғареонѕ, filed into the Chancel. The lights 
of Lamps and Rushlights, dimmed by the brilliant sunshine of a summer's day—God's 
light, as it were—lent to this Festival Service all their accustomed symbolism and solemnity. 
Padre Deane of Belfast Struck the key-note of the week-end. In these days of world-wide 
chaos, if we are to build anew, we need vision. The New Jerusalem can only be built 
by men and women who have imagination. 


Renewed and repolished spiritually, internal fires were replenished in a hearty meal. 
And so to the Guest-night. Let it be said at once that this was a Guest-night of more than 
usual significance. Many of our Toc H guests came from places as far apart as Central 
Africa, and the Argentine, Spain, Liverpool, Dublin. Nor was that the only mixture, 
for there was a most interesting assortment of creeds and classes, such as only Ireland can 
produce. Still, Walter Hamill soon reminded them of their common ability to make a 
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noise, and one by one favourite airs filled the hall. The hilarious gave way to the solemn 
at the Ceremony of Light. July г recalls to the mind of the man or woman of Northern 
Ireland that dreadful day in 1916 when, at the battle of the Somme, practically the whole 
Ulster Division was annihilated, and nearly every home in our province bereaved, The 
shrill notes of the Last Post brought these Elder Brethren very near to our hearts. 


The sight of a spot of green is enough to warm the heart of any Irishman, but when 
he sees а “ Greenacre ” his enthusiasm knows no bounds. Greeno was given an uproarious 
reception. In his inimitable way, he took us on a tour of various districts in England 
and showed us how Toc Н was swectening the lives of thousands where the spectre of 
unemployment ramped. Contributions from the Army and Navy were all too short, and 
a representative of L.W.H. having upheld the reputation of the fair sex for breezy speech, 
there followed a thrilling surprise item. ‘The voice of Tubby was heard ringing through 
the Hall. Not a sound disturbed the silence as he gave his message. . . “To all of 
you, whoever you are and wherever you may bc. . ." Many in the hall were hearing 
his voice for the first time. It seemed as though the spirit which had permeated the 
Guest-night from the beginning now dissolved in speech. Later the secret came out. 
Under the platform was concealed a loud speaker and this, connected to а gramophone, 


worked the trick. 


No Rally would be complete without its stocktaking. What has been achieved by 
Toc H in Northern Ireland and what still remains to be done? Ernie Moore, District 
Pilot, provided the answers and showed us how little really we had accomplished and 
how much remained to be done. Somewhere on onc of the walls was an original slogan: 
“Don’t talk about building, Start carrying bricks." Most of us left the Hall feeling 
that there were many bricks about us just waiting to be lifted. . . And with the words 
of The Inheritance still echoing through the room, the crowd dispersed after one of Ireland's 
most inspiring Guest-nights, to rest, if not to sleep. A multitude encamped in the Bangor 
Castle Grounds, and, with the stars as candles, played havoc with the peace of the night. 


Last scene of all . . . a tennis court . . . around it, crumbling walls built in the 
twelfth century and saturated with history . . . bencath us, sacred ground beloved by 
saints of old—the grounds of the Abbey Church—a perfect setting for a Family Gathering 


on a hot July day. Those with sensitive enough cars could listen-in to the message ot 
the surroundings: 


“О may Thy soldiers, faithful, truc. and bold, 
Fight as the Saints who nobly fought of old." 


Songs and laughter dovetailed into serious discussion. We shared one another's problems, 
heard from Cooke about life in the Argentine, went with Bobby Burns to Gladstone House, 
made fools of ourselves at Greeno's injunction, and finally prayed . . . teach us to check 
all bitterness . . . this, above all things, Ircland requires. The afternoon had been misty 
as our Family Gathering began; it ended in a blaze of sunshinc—another piece of symbolism. 


Some ten of our guests were in Ircland for the first time. А tour of the County Down 
coast, with sca, mountain and lake dressed in most glorious colours, revealed to them 
the beauty that is ours. One of the jobs of Toc H Ireland is to convert England to the 
understanding that Ireland is really a civilised country. 


Early next morning the Rodney blew her farewell blat; a dozen more on board now 
knew Toc H. We ourselves returned to the workshop, the school, the office, the shipyard, 
armed with new resolution to combat the mighty problems that beset us in Ireland. The 
Rally is now a thing of the past, but it is just another manifestation of the fact that Toc H 
Ireland is a very thriving concern. 


338 


